
ACTION :

	

Amembassy KAMPALA

STATE

SUBJECT : US/Ugandan Relations

REF :

	

(A) Kampala 641 ; (B) State 1929 5
(C) State 2547 5

1 . Department shares Embassy's view (ref A) that i t

now desirable further strengthen informal contact s

with new Uaandan Government. However, we wish delay

formal publicactions, e .g . exchanging Apollo 1 4
be publicly interpreted in manner whi

chmessages or signing agreements, that coul d

prejudice African acceptance of new Ugandan Gover n-

ment or in any way add to problems threatening futur e

of East African Community.

2
. USG encouraged by evidence that, with exceptio n

Tanzania, countries initially most active in backin g

Obote now appear to be moving more cautiously . We

continue believe moderate African states, particularl y

Congo(K), Ethiopia and Kenya, can be most effective

in fostering acceptance new GOU if latter not too



closely identified with non-African powers . USG

therefore particularly desires avoid any formal actions

on eve February 26 OAU Ministerial Meetinq in Addi s

Ababa.

3. At same time, we agree with Embassy that w e

should make clear to new Ugandan Government that USG

welcomes its gestures of friendship and looks forward

to carrying on diplomatic relations in fullest sens e

at earliest appropriate moment . USG position thi s

regard clear from press statement (ref B) .

4. Subject your further views, suggest you seek

appointment FonMin Kibedi to convey essence above

and say you instructed to review orally with him an d

other appropriate GOU officials such outstandin g

matters as Lincoln School problem, National War Colleg e

visit, AID participant trainees, AID project agreement s

and AID bilateral so that agreements can be concluded



following OAU meeting when we assum e

African attitudes towards GOU will have been satis -

factorily resolved . (Presume Embassy has now re -

ceived approved bilateral text forwarded AIDTO A-4 ,

Jan . 21 . )

5 . Department also plans, prior OAU meeting, to seek

appropriate occasion in Addis Ababa, Kinshasa an d

Nairobi to advise respective governments of USG' s

position on relations with GOU .
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